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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as first dass^najl addressed to the Commissioner 
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria^VA 25313- 145a on Auqus U*^ . 2004. 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT TRANSMITTAL LETTER 

Sir: 

In fulfilling the duty of candor and good faith, the following documents 
are hereby disclosed to the Patent Office in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.56. It is 
not admitted that the information in the listed documents is material to 
patentability as defined in 37 CFR § 1.56(b). The Examiner is requested to 
consider the documents in the examination of this application. 

An Information Disclosure Statement by Applicant (PTO Form 1449) is 
submitted herewith, in duplicate, pursuant to 37 CFR §§1.97-1.98. Ttie 
Examiner is requested to return an initialed and signed copy of the form once 
the documents have been considered. 

The enclosed statement is being filed after the mailing date of a final 
action under 37 CFR §1.113, or a notice of allowance under 37 CFR §1.311, but 
before payment of the issue fee. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained in the enclosed 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
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patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months 
prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement; 

The documents listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 were cited by 
the European Patent Office in the European Search Report for European Patent 
Application No. 02252627.1 which is a counterpart for this application. The 
documents were cited in categories "Y" ("document of particular relevance; the 
claimed invention cannot be considered to involve an inventive step when the 
document is combined with one or more other such documents, such 
combination being obvious to a person skilled in the art") and "A" ("document 
defining the general state of the art which is not considered to be of particular 
relevance"). A copy of the European Search Report is attached. 

A copy of each of the documents is being submitted. 

If a fee is due in connection with this communication the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any fee or additional fee due in connection with this 
communication to Deposit Account No. 23-1950. If a fee is due, a duplicate 
of this sheet is enclosed. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Thomas S. Laubner et al. 
Applicants / , 



By: 


Registration No. 37,770 
Attorney for Applicants 
Phone: (302) 633-2770 


Facsimile: (302) 633-2776 
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Examiner : 


Date Considered: 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance 
with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. 
Include copy of this form with next communication to Applicant. 


